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Letter from the Dean 
Dear Colleagues and Friends: 
 
Here we are in August!  The “Dog Days” of summer are upon us. The heat and humidity 
levels have been rather nasty of late. Very soon autumn will turn down the heat. Our summer 
fun will be fleeting. The days will grow shorter. Many of us are already in preparation mode 
for the autumn choir season and our chapter calendar of events. 
 
There are many changes on the horizon that face all of us as Americans. There are rising 
energy prices for home heating and transportation. This will affect our grocery bills and what 
if any extra cash we might have to spend on something a “little extra”. Whatever that “extra” 
is might be small or even nonexistent. We will be facing many changes in upcoming political 
elections. Yes, indeed there are many changes coming at us. Like the Nationwide Insurance 
Commercial slogan, “Life Comes at you fast…be ready.” Truly an understatement! 
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I am asking myself as a church musician who serves God, His People and His Church: “What 
am I doing to help people deal with change in their lives?” Then I ask: “Is it my 
responsibility to extend that helping hand of change?” My answer to both is a definite “Yes!” 
 
Without a doubt you have read my recent Dean’s Letters in this space and have seen some of 
the scriptural or psalm quotes; perhaps my prayers and wishes for all of us; and yes you have 
even seen the phrase “…we are all a part of the web of life…”. Indeed we are all involved in 
this web of changes outlined above because they affect all of us. That’s my point. What are 
you doing to cope with these changes and in turn help others cope as well. How are you 
weaving the fabric of your own design? 
 
I am going to challenge you to extend your hand of welcome when your church will have its 
homecoming celebration after the long summer. Many of your church and synagogue 
congregants were away on vacation. Between June and September there were many changes 
in their lives. Maybe Johnny won awards for swimming; maybe Andrea took her first 
airplane ride with mom and dad to visit family. These are all changes and milestones. The list 
could go on for days. 
 
What are you doing to help? I would suggest that planning your fall music right up to and 
including (dare I say it?!?!?!?) Christmas will help set the tone. Perhaps playing a prelude 
based on the first hymn of the day is a help. Maybe playing a familiar hymn for the 
congregation to sing can be of comfort. Just being there as a familiar face and leaning over to 
listen to someone express their excitement over their vacation is a great step forward.  
 
As organists we are relegated to various parts of the church where people may not see us or 
know us. I am lucky at St. Nicholas-on-the-Hudson. The organ is situated right by the 
narthex door. When people walk in I am warmly greeted. Not so in all church or synagogue 
venues. You might be behind a screen or in a lower section of the chancel/sanctuary. You 
might even be in a lofty environment of a balcony. In any case my suggestion and wish is 
that you get out and “press the flesh” as many politicians are doing these days to get each of 
our votes. Welcome people to the organ balcony or behind the screen. Show children how the 
King of Instruments can be quiet as a church mouse and roar with the excitement of the 
universe. 
 
Reach out beyond your wall of comfort and say “Hello” to the members of your 
congregation. Be aware of your surroundings. Know who you are serving as a minister of 
music in God’s Holy Temple. Be an ambassador for the instrument that you devote so much 
time to. Let people know that you too are a part of the web of life! Be a part, a very big part 
of the celebration of liturgy and worship. 
 
This is the “International Year of the Organ”. We all need to “press the flesh” and be known 
to those whom we serve and give so much to and receive much back from. Consider placing 
a short commentary about the organ in the weekly service leaflet. Describe the organ in your 
words. Set up an Organ Expo at coffee hour. Tell people how you were attracted to the 
instrument. Give them a funny side to your experiences as an organist. Give a human touch 
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so that you can continue weaving your fabric, your very own tartan in the community of faith 
to which you serve. Be Passionate! 
 
On September 20, 2008 at 2:00 – 4:00 PM we will be hosting Dr. Victoria Sirota who wrote 
“Preaching to the Choir”. Dr. Sirota will be discussing and answering questions regarding 
Clergy and Organist relations. This event is opened to all organists and all clergy. Dr. Sirota 
is a concert organist and an ordained Episcopal Priest. The workshop will take place where 
our sub-dean, Beverly Simmons, serves as organist and choirmaster:  Trinity Episcopal 
Church, located at 1200 Main Street, Fishkill NY 12524. This will be a very informative 
afternoon. Please make every effort to be present. Extend invitations to as many clergy as 
you know. Bring non-chapter musicians too. All are welcome to attend. 
 
Included below is the beautiful thank you note from Kathleen Funk-Pearson for the 
certificate of appreciation which she received from our chapter. Kathleen and her late 
husband Donald were charter members of our chapter. She was very excited and sent her best 
wishes to all. I owe Kay a phone call now that I think of it.  
 
On a somber note, I know many of you saw the e-mail notification which I forwarded 
regarding the sudden and tragic death of Jonathan K. Weaver, son of Dr. John and Marianne 
Weaver. You will remember Dr. Weaver gave a phenomenal recital during our Region II 
Convention in 2005 at the Poughkeepsie Reformed Church where Dr. Jack Davis serves as 
organist and choir director. I sent a note of condolence on behalf of our chapter membership 
to the Weavers along with a perpetual mass card remembering their son Jonathan. Our hearts 
and prayers remain with the Weavers, their family and extended family of friends during this 
most difficult time in their lives. God’s Healing Love be with them. 
 
Our chapter membership wishes a very Happy 85th Birthday to Dr. Jack Davis. All the best 
and God’s continued Blessings and Grace to Jack. 
 
Recently, I visited with Ray Corey who is at the Castle Point Veteran’s Hospital. We had a 
very nice visit. Ray has a great wit and sense of humor. He kept me smiling through various 
accounts on being an organist during his career. Plus the numerous jokes he confided in me 
that he told to some of the nurses. Please add Ray, his wife Heather and their family to your 
daily prayers and at church. There is nothing like the power of prayer. 
 
In recent letters I have signed off in this space by quoting scripture. This past weekend I 
attended a Native American POW WOW at Bear Mountain State Park, New York. I saw and 
met many people whose ancestors descend from those great peoples who first walked this 
land. I saw something which caught my eye. It was on a magnet and it seems to fit at this 
moment of great change. So, instead of quoting scripture I offer the following: 
 
“May the Great Spirit watch over you, 
 for he knows the paths you walk 
and he will guide your footsteps gently.” 
 
I remain in His and Your Service… 
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Soli Deo Gloria 

 
Gregory J. Citarella+ 
(SDG) 

Letter from Kay Pearson 
1137 Cameo Court 
Ft. Myers, FL 33908-1606 
239-454-6601 
KFpearson@gmail.com 
 
July 20, 2008 
 
Dear Greg and Central Hudson AGO Friends: 
 
You can’t imagine my total surprise upon receiving this heavy package in the mail! I 
couldn’t imagine what it could be and pondered for a while before opening it. When I saw it, 
I was so excited that I would be remembered in my 90’s by an organization that was full of 
people who could be honored for similar service. And then when I read Greg’s beautiful 
letter it brought tears to my eyes. 
 
Don and I moved to Florida in November of 1988 and we became members of the Southwest 
Florida Chapter of the AGO. Since then I’ve been in active service down here in organ 
performance, chamber music and choral direction until July of 2004. This was five months 
after Don died when I became legally blind. I can no longer accept any positions, but I’m 
grateful I’m able to continue to live independently in Shell Point Retirement Community in 
the same apartment Don and I moved into 20 years ago. 
 
Thank you so much for this honor, I treasure it because my husband Don and I were two of 
the charter members of the Chapter and I was either first or second Dean. I hope you will 
continue you wonderful work in honoring the many others in our chapter who are deserving. 
 
Peace, 
 
Kay 
Kathleen Funk Pearson 

Membership News 
• Merrelyn Gallagher as accepted a position as interim organist at Lyall Memorial 

Federated Church in Millbrook. 
• Ray Corey is still at Castle Point VA Hospital in Beacon, now under Hospice Care. He 

would very much appreciate visitors, although his ability to converse is limited. Now 
that Ray is no longer playing, his family has the following instruments available for sale: 



 

August, 2008 
Page 5 of 10 

o Viscount electronic 2-manual organ, self-contained, four years old, roll-top 
cover, bench. Transposer, 6 memory ranks, 7 temperaments, and one 
expression pedal. Asking &8,000. Removal at buyer’s expense.  

o Kawai console piano, 42-inch, with bench. About seven years old. Terrific 
shape. Asking $2,000. Removal at buyer’s expense. 

o Adjustable upholstered piano bench. Never been used. Asking $300.  
For more information, contact Heather Corey at 845-229-0359 and leave a message.  

List of Organ Substitutes 
The following chapter members have indicated that they will serve as substitute organists. 
Please contact them directly if you would like more information.  

Joe Bertolozzi  845-831-0695 
Robert D. Brown 845-485-1597 
Terry Earles  
      (Kingston & Staatsburg areas)  
 845-340-1655 
Richard C. Ehlenberg 845-658-9746 
Lois Hoger 845-229-7404 
Susan LaGrande 845-226-6496 
Janet Nickerson 845-561-0763 
Joanne Reed 845-361-3474 
No Sunday Morning Services: 
Maris Kristapsons (no weddings)845-635-8837 
Pat Maimone 845-446-2395 

Beverly Simmons  845-463-1249 
For Weddings and Funerals Only: 
Judie Brown (also Jewish svcs) 845-888-5318 
Alice Cann 845-223-5344 
Greg Citarella 845-297-7693 
Larry Hazard 845-452-0119 
Eric Hepp (no weekday funerals)  
 845-489-2625 
Boyd Herforth 845-255-5298 / 973-783-8798 
Charles Surber (no weddings)  845-255-8293 
Jeffrey Parries 845-297-6870/845-702-4746 
Student 
Gregory S. Quaglieni 845-786-0011

Deadline for Next Newsletter 
We are always glad to receive input for the chapter newsletter in the form of calendar items, 
reviews of recent concerts and events, biographies, letters, photographs, etc. In order to make 
sure these submissions can be processed in a timely fashion, please make sure they are 
received by the 23rd of each month. You may submit newsletter material by mail, e-mail, or 
phone. Just contact the editor, Susan LaGrande, using the information given below. 
Remember, the deadline for the next newsletter, to be available the first week in September, 
is August 23rd. 

List of Organ Teachers 
The following chapter members have indicated that they are accepting new organ students. 
We are in the process of soliciting brief biographies from each of them, which will be posted 
on our web site as they are received. Please contact the teachers directly if you would like 
more information. 

Gregory Citarella 845-297-7693 
Donald Filkins 845-518-2991 
Peter Hall 845-343-4995 
Boyd Herforth 845-255-5298 

Patricia R. Maimone 845-446-2395 
Janet Nelson Nickerson 845-561-0763 
Beverly Simmons 845-463-1249 
Charles Surber 845-223-4824 
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Editor’s Corner 
This newsletter is published by the Central Hudson Valley Chapter of the American Guild of 
Organists. The editor is:  

Susan LaGrande  
12 Montrose Lane  
Wappingers Falls, NY 12590  
Phone: 845-226-6496 (home) - Fax: 845-226-1035  
e-mail: SUSANEL2@HOTMAIL.COM  

Position Openings - Summary 
Position openings are listed without charge for three months unless an extension is 
requested. If you would like to place a listing, please contact the editor, Susan LaGrande, at 
845-226-6496. 

Editor’s Note – Due to space considerations, the following list of position openings 
includes only the type of position and hiring institution. Complete information about 
positions is available on our web site at www.chvago.org, or contact the editor, Susan 
LaGrande, at 845-226-6496.  

ORGANIST/CHOIR DIRECTOR (Part-Time) 
ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH - NEW CITY, NY 6/6/2008  

ORGANIST/CHOIR DIRECTOR (Part-Time) 
ST. JAMES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH - KINGSTON, NY 5/29/2008  

ORGANIST (Part-Time) 
BLESSED KATERI RC CHURCH - LAGRANGEVILLE, NY Filled 7/24/2008  

ORGANIST/CHOIR DIRECTOR (Part-Time) 
ZION EPISCOPAL CHURCH - WAPPINGERS FALLS, NY 5/18/2008  

DIRECTOR OF LITURGICAL MUSIC/ORGANIST - Part-Time 
ST. BONIFACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH, GUILDERLAND, NY 5/12/2008  

ORGANIST (Part-Time) 
GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH - PORT JERVIS, NY Filled 7/15/2008  

ORGANIST/PIANIST (Part-Time) 
UNION AME CHURCH - WARWICK, NY 3/26/08  

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC/ORGANIST (Part-Time) 
FIRST REFORMED CHURCH - CATSKILL, NY 3/14/08  

ORGANIST/ACCOMPANIST (Part-Time) 
FIRST REFORMED CHURCH - WALDEN, NY Renewed 5/28/2008  

ORGANIST (Part-Time) 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH - RED HOOK, NY Resubmitted 11/10/2007  
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Calendar of Events 
Please note: Due to space considerations, this Calendar of Events may exclude the following: 

• Events taking place outside the area served by the Central Hudson Valley Chapter 
• Events which conflict directly with chapter sponsored events 

Such events may be listed on the Local Events page of our chapter web site at 
www.chvago.org.  
Events listed in the calendar are not necessarily endorsed by CHVAGO. 
Please contact the editor if you have an event to be publicized. 

Boxed items are Central Hudson Valley AGO Chapter events. Names listed in bold face 
are chapter members. 

Thursday, August 7, 
2008 
12:15 to 12:45 PM 

Uptown Organ Recital Series - Steven Rosenberry, Organist 
Old Dutch Church is located on Main Street between Fair and Wall 
Streets in Uptown Kingston. All programs are free and open to the public. 
The Church is handicapped accessible. For more information, please call 
845-338-6759. 

Thursday, August 14, 
2008 
12:15 to 12:45 PM 

Uptown Organ Recital Series - Jonathan Delgado, Organist 
Old Dutch Church is located on Main Street between Fair and Wall 
Streets in Uptown Kingston. All programs are free and open to the public. 
The Church is handicapped accessible. For more information, please call 
845-338-6759. 

Thursday, August 21, 
2008 
12:15 to 12:45 PM 

Uptown Organ Recital Series - Terry Earles, Organist 
Old Dutch Church is located on Main Street between Fair and Wall 
Streets in Uptown Kingston. All programs are free and open to the public. 
The Church is handicapped accessible. For more information, please call 
845-338-6759. 

Thursday, August 28, 
2008 
12;15 to 12:45 PM 

Uptown Organ Recital Series - Rev. Kenneth Walsh, Organist 
Old Dutch Church is located on Main Street between Fair and Wall 
Streets in Uptown Kingston. All programs are free and open to the public. 
The Church is handicapped accessible. For more information, please call 
845-338-6759. 

Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday, September 5, 6 
and 7, 2008 

Ninth Annual Hudson Valley BachFest 
Young Performers' Concert on Friday, September 5, 2008 - 6:00 PM at 
Cornwall Presbyterian Church, Cornwall  
Keyboard Marathon: The Well Tempered Clavier on Friday, September 5, 
2008- 7:30 PM at Cornwall Presbyterian Church, Cornwall 

Afternoon Concert: Bach's Chamber Works on Saturday, September 6, 
2008 - 3:00 PM at Christ Episcopal Church, Poughkeepsie 

Evening Concert: Magnificat on Saturday, September 6, 2008 - 7:00 PM 
at Christ Episcopal Church, Poughkeepsie 

BachFest Church Services on Sunday September 7 2008 at various
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churches throughout the Hudson Valley 

Afternoon Concert: Brandenburg Concerto No. 3 on Sunday, September 
7, 2008 - 3:30 PM at Cornwall Presbyterian Church, Cornwall 

This blissful immersion in the glorious music of Johann Sebastian Bach is 
offered to the public as a collaboration between community and 
professional musicians of the region. 

Saturday, September 
20, 2008 
2 - 4 PM 

Workshop with Dr. Victoria Sirota 
Dr. Sirota is both a concert organist and Episcopal Priest and was 
formerly National Chaplain of the AGO. Her topic is "Preaching to the 
Choir; Claiming the role of Sacred Musician". Her book of the same title 
is superb. You won't want to miss hearing what she has to say. It would 
be a good opportunity to invite your clergy to join you. This event will 
take place at Trinity Episcopal Church, Main Street, Fishkill, NY.  

Sunday, September 21, 
2008 
3:00 PM 

Summer's End Concert 
Donald Filkins, organist; Douglas Coates, pianist/baritone; Nancy 
Johnston, soprano; and Carol Osgood, pianist. First Presbyterian Church, 
50 Liberty Street, Beacon, NY. Free will offering. Reception to follow. 
Info: 845-831-5322 

Saturday, October 4, 
2008 
9:00 AM 
NOTE DATE 
CHANGE! 

Trip to "The Cloisters" 
Join us for a fun trip to New York City to visit this wonderful medieval 
museum. If you've never been there you won't want to miss it. And if 
you have, you'll want to go again. We will car pool (meeting at a place to 
be determined), so you need to call Gregory Citarella at 845-297-7693 
and let him know you want to go.  

Sunday, October 19, 
2008 
3:30 PM 

Organ Spectacular to mark the high point in the International Year of the 
Organ - Concert by Gregory D'Agostino, holder of a DMA in organ from 
the Juilliard School. He is a recording artist who has concertized 
internationally, and has performed at National AGO Conventions and at 
major venues in the US. Location: The Reformed Church, 70 Hooker 
Avenue, Poughkeepsie, NY. Info: 845-452-8110. 

Sunday, November 2, 
2008 
Time TBA 

Organ Recital by Scott Dettra 
In honor of Dr. John A. Davis, Jr. Cadet Chapel, USMA, West Point. 
Watch this space for further information. 

Saturday, November 8, 
2008 
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

Pipes, Pedals, & Pizza 
A wonderful event designed to introduce young piano students to the 
King of Instruments. Location: Union Presbyterian Church, 44 Balmville 
Road, Newburgh, NY. To reserve a place for your child or student, or for 
more information, call Dr. Margaret Small, 845-562-0954. 
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Sunday, November 9, 
2008 
5:00 PM 

Inaugural Concert by Diane Bish 
to celebrate the installation of the new 3-manual, 80-stop Allen Organ in 
the new 1000-seat sanctuary at Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha Catholic 
Church in Lagrangeville, NY. Diane Bish is the most visible and 
influential classical organist performing today. Her television program 
The Joy of Music is broadcast to over 300 million people around the 
world each week. Co-sponsors: CHVAGO, Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha 
Catholic Church, and Allen Organ Company. Admission is free, by 
advance reservation; reserve your seat by calling the church at 845-227-
1710 or visiting the web site at www.blessedkateriparish.com. (Note: 
Parking is limited; carpooling is highly recommended.) 

Sunday, November 16, 
2008 
3:00 PM 

Organ, Trumpet, and Violin Concert 
Gregory Citarella (Organ), Jim Paradies (Trumpet) and Julie Berman 
(Violin).  
St. Nicholas-on-the-Hudson, 37 Point Street, New Hamburg, NY. Free 
Will offering. A reception will follow the recital. Info: Call the church at: 
845-297-2010 or call Gregory Citarella for more information at: 845-297-
7693 

Sunday, May 17, 2009 
3:00 PM 

Annual Members' Recital 
Poughkeepsie United Methodist Church, 2381 New Hackensack Road, 
Poughkeepsie, NY Info: 845-452-2933 
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